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Editor: Maria Barbosa

President’s Message
Wow, did we ever have a great show! Thank you to
all who devoted your time and energy to make this
year’s Bonsai Show and Sales one of the best we have
had yet.
2012 BONSAI SHOW AND SALE: With the new
location this year at the Carlsbad flower fields, there
were some concerns since our displays were out in the
open in full sun, instead of under a large canopy and
shaded. My only suggestion to all members who show a
tree next year is water, water, water your trees heavily
prior to the show. This will ensure they will not dry out
while on display in the show.

I can say that as a small club of 28, we are doing great.
In previous years, before relocating the bonsai show to
the flower fields, we had to pay for an exhibit space and
we had very little, if any, sales. So each year the bonsai
show cost the club a lot of money and showed a loss.
After our move to the flower fields, we still have to pay
for our sales table and display tables and chairs, but our
exhibit space is free. Each year we garner a little more
profit. And each year we learn what sells and what does
not sell.
This year the show’s cost was $694.98 and we had a
profit of $400.00. This profit was due to our donated
consignment sales from club members and due to Tom
Honda (founding father of our club and the first
president) generous donation of his California Juniper.
Tom collected this Juniper with Harry Hirao 35 years
ago. Tom joined us at the show and shared many
memories of the club. I found out he was not only the
first president but was the president for the first 8 years
of the club!

I hope that next year we can have an even larger show
with more trees. I do know we definitely need to buy
more beginner trees to sell as we sold out this year. We
only had to discount a few of them the last day of the
show. Unlike last year, we did not sell too many tools or
books this year. You just never know what the flower
field’s visitors want to purchase. But despite that, out of
the sales material, there was very little plant material to
take home.

Tom Honda and Cary Sullivan at Bonsai Show

Profit was also due to the generous donation from
Member Ted Schwartz for buying Tom’s tree and
adding an additional cash donation. Bob Knox, Sandra
Knowles, Maria Barbosa and Steve Valentine and I
brought items to sell with all monies collected going
100% to San Pu Kai.
Lanny Chronert at Show Sale Table
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This year’s show success is due to all of our very active
membership. The club thanks you all so much! We had
11 members showing trees and there were 22 trees on
display. That’s a fantastic showing for a club our size!!
Many thanks go to Eric Paul and the Vess family for
the use of their pop-ups canopies. They were a must.
Once again thanks go to Forest Vess and his son,
Connor, for spending the night at the fields and
protecting our trees… even with a wild fundraising party
going on most of the night.

Forrest Vess and Eric Paul Setting Up at the Bonsai Show & Sales

Bob Knox had a wonderful idea for a membership drive
and it worked great. For new members received during
the show (of which we had 2) each received a signed
copy of Marty Mann’s book “Bonsai Ideas”. This was
very well received. Two additional visitors mentioned
they are planning on coming to check out our meeting
and hopefully they will join us at that time. During the
show, three members rejoined,… so I think we are doing
great.
FACEBOOK: You can find San Pu Kai on
Facebook, so please “ like” us. I put information and
additional photos on Facebook this month from the
show. We now have 33+ “likes”, which is a good start.
This is just another way to get the word out about our
club.
San Pu Kai is on FACEBOOK – link is
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/San-Pu-Kai-BonsaiClub/184125964939396

JUNE’S PROGRAM: This month’s program will be
led by Joe DuPont. We will be revisiting the
bougainvillea “pink pixies”. So if you still have yours
bring it in as this is a great time to work on them. If you
do not have a pink pixie from Joe’s last program, please
feel free to bring in one of your own trees to work on.

TREATS: We will be treated to treats this month by
Dave Woodall. Who is famous for his homemade
cookies.
UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS: We are having a
fundraiser for a new shed to store all of our back drops
in. Past President Joanie Berkwitz has been so
wonderful for the past 6 years or so storing them for us.
We need about $900.00 for the size of shed that we need.
I will have a jar for collecting funds for the shed each
month until we raise the money. John Voss has nicely
offered to store the shed at his nursery. After that
fundraiser we will start to raise money for the show
tables so we don’t have to rent tables for the show. This
will save us $250.00 a show! That way at our annual
bonsai show we are only paying to have a plant sale at
the show, water and refreshments for the volunteers, and
copies for our club information and handouts.
I have made a list of all items we will need for next
year’s show. One thing for sure, more members helping
set up, take down and hauling all of the backdrops there
and back to storage would be very much needed. But all
in all, it was great and I thank you all for your gift of
time to our show.
Good bonsai growing & see you at the meeting,
Cary Sullivan-Valentine,
President
caryme2@yahoo.com
San Pu Kai WEBPAGE is http://www.sanpukai.org/
*Reminder: We need volunteers to do the treats for October and
November! See Cary or Maria.

SUNSET RANCH BONSAI RETREAT &
TAMERISK DIG, October 5-7, 2012
Full resort amenities, cost of weekend includes
meals, bonsai-related activities through-out the
weekend plus family members are invited. Mark
your calendars.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: Steve Valentine lost his
Mother this last week. The club sends their sympathies to
both Steve and Cary at this time.
Janet Beard is ill and convalescing at a home.
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BONSAI
PAVILIONS AT
THE SAN DIEGO
ZOO SAFARI
PARK
The First Anniversary Celebration for our new Bonsai
Pavilion was a wonderful day on May 12th with much
enthusiasm from the volunteers, the SDBC extra helpers,
and all the attendees. The weather was delightful and
everyone had the opportunity to visit the Pavilion, check
out the new additions since the Opening on May 1, 2011,
ask questions, and take home lots of donated bonsai
materials from the silent auction.
The "unveiling" of the Shohin location and framework
was certainly another high for the Pavilion! John
Jackson, Craig Stewart, Roger Marr, and several other
volunteers truly accomplished a very unique and
permanent structure which will be enhanced with
donated shohin bonsai in the future.
The opportunity to greet and thank Cap Pulifico for his
early participation and responsibility in establishing the
early pavilion over 25 years ago was a special
treat. Cap also donated several items from his bonsai
garden for the auction and for the Pavilion. We now
have a black pine and two shimpaku trees from him
which will be added to our collection.
Many truly wonderful SDBC and SPK members and
volunteers have contributed in several different ways in
April and May: the annual picnic, meeting and auction
arrangements, as well as the donators and the bidders to
the auction were added events. The ongoing gardening,
trimming,
transplanting,
redoing
water
lines,
"excavating" encroaching bamboo, repainting some
poles, eliminating unnecessary overgrown water plants,
and the continued styling and trimming and feeding of
our priceless bonsai are keeping the Pavilion a true
showplace for all the visitors and members. . .always
under the watchful eyes of a couple of pair of resident
ducks in our ponds.

Neil Auwarter, Cathy & Mark Edgar, Maria & Tina
Flores, Barbara French-Lee, Joan Holliday, John &
Margaret Jackson, Gary Jones, Jim Kirchmer, Roger
Marr, Charlie Mosse, Jon & Terri Petrescu, Sally
Prestele, Harlan & Mary Ann Price, Dave Rochester,
Dan Sola, Craig Stewart, Charlie Tamm, Norm Terada,
Jim & 'lyn Stevenson, Jason Tucker, Cary & Steve
Valentine, Dennis and Sue Wagner, and Dave Woodall.
Many thanks also to Cary Sharp and the Horticultural
Staff including especially Robert Thurston, Katie
Ostrander, and P.J. for arranging the extra needed
passes, tables, chairs, linens, and the special shuttle
service to Kapanda Pavilion and for continued support
whenever we call on them.
We continue to meet for bonsai work sessions on the
first and third Saturdays of each month. There is always
plenty of bonsai and garden work to do but we also take
time to visit with Safari Park guests as well as each
other. We certainly enjoy the special snacks and creative
recipes that we mutually provide in our work area which
is behind the exhibit areas. All SDBC and SPK
members are invited to join us as volunteers after the
orientation, photo, and credentials are provided through
Dave Cuthbert and the SD Zoo Staff.
'lyn Stevenson
SDBC-Safari Park Liaison
858-486-4805

Bob Knox presenting Bonsai Demo during SPK Bonsai Show
At Carlsbad Flower Fields, Mother’s Day, 2012

Also, more shelving for bonsai has been added in the
work area and a donated Xanaphobia (thorny) Acacia
from the Safari Park with Safari Park's Robert Thurston
assistance has been place near the entrance boulders. All
the bonsai in the show area now have permanent name
plates for identification. Our special gratitude must
include this honor roll of volunteers for April and May:
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This article has been extracted from a recently published book called
‘Bonsai Ideas’© By Marty Mann. Material is not to be copied without
publisher or author’s permission.
June 2012

BONSAI IDEAS
June #102
SPRING HAS SPRUNG -- SUMMER IS HERE
As spring Equinox passed, the new growth and awakening
buds developed with new vigor --on the brink of summer.
The ongoing process of snipping new growth as soon as it
hardens is continues into May and June before it creates long
and undesirable internodes. By constant reshaping and cutting
back, the growth of deciduous trees encourages delicate side
branching and a softer overall look. Remember, the object of
cut back is to maintain a relationship between the size of the
leaves and branches to the overall size of the tree. The process
of constant cut back also encourages branch thickening and
adds an aged look. Watch the exposed end cuts. Apply a tree
seal, or just old-fashioned Elmer's glue, to larger cuts or
carvings.
Pay attention to the azaleas in your collection. March or April
were the best months to repot and trim long whips and
branches. May is the blooming season for most azalea
varieties (remember-Satsuki means 5th month) you may enjoy
the flowers well into June without concerns for feeding and
trimming. Keep the plants moist but avoid overhead watering
as this causes blooms to lose their color and vigor. Cut back
shoots that have outgrown the design perimeters. After the
flowers have reached their peak, remove all faded blooms. A
flat cut at the base of the flower removes excessive stem
elongation and allows new buds to form next year.
Hold off any activity on the soft deciduous growth until it
hardens. Keep your eye on the upper portion of deciduous
trees. Upper branches tend to thicken and ruin the taper of the
design. Heavy top growth deprives the bottom branches of
light and nourishment. Watch the wires you put on since
damage occurs quickly when growth is active. Remove fast
growing water shoots coming out of the root system or the
lower trunk area. Cut back on the long internodes and opposite
branches.
Leaf pruning may be done later in June or early July. Be sure
the trees are healthy and growing vigorously. Feed them well
two weeks before you proceed. It’s often better to leaf prune
only partially. Start with oversized leaves, damaged leaves or
selected areas of the tree. This piecemeal approach reduces the
shock to the tree. It’s also best to leaf prune a tree in alternate
years. New leaf growth returns, slightly smaller, with a fresh
spring like color and beauty. Better fall color is your reward.
Watch the hot summer breezes since new growth can be easily
harmed. If you leaf prune almost all of the foliage you must
treat the tree as you would during dormancy. Reduce the water
and don’t feed until new growth appears.

By Marty Mann

Sandra Knowles tagging our sales trees at SPK Bonsai Show

John Voss labeling pots for Sales

HAIKU POEM
Weary from day’s work
Trees need water and grooming
Where did fatigue go?
Marty Mann

June 2012

Officers
President – Cary Sullivan-Valentine
760-445-2548 Caryme2@yahoo.com
Vice-President – Bob Knox
760-727-7317
robertk44@cox.net
Secretary – Sandra Knowles
760-753-9493
b.knowles@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer/Membership – Maria Barbosa
619-606-6523
bonsaigarden@earthlink.net
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PHOTOS from the 2012
San Pu Kai Bonsai Show and Sale.

Sandra Knowles preparing her tree for show

L to R: Past Presidents Joanie Berkwitz, Steve Valentine,
Tom Honda, Current President Cary Sullivan,
Past President John Voss

Michelle Vess making tree labels for Bonsai Show

Steve Valentine & Michelle Vess labeling each
Bonsai Tree in the Show
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Donated by Tom Honda

The September/October Golden Statements will
feature an article written about San Pu Kai’s club
history written by Tom Honda. Future issues of
Golden Statements will focus on San Pu Kai’s
various club events and activities.

Tom Honda, San Pu Kai’s very first President, visits the 2012
SPK Bonsai Show and Sale
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San Pu Kai
c/o Maria Barbosa, Membership
2727 De Anza Road, #J-26
San Diego, CA 92109

Calendar of Events
Tuesday, June 12, 2012

7 pm – 9 pm

Regular Meeting: Joe Dupont
(Bring your Pink Pixie’s or your own Bonsai to work on)

Brengle Terrace Senior Center
1400 Vale Terrace, Vista CA
Saturday, June 16, 2012

9 am - Noon

San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bonsai Pavilion
Workday

Tuesday, July 10, 2012

7 pm – 9 pm

Regular Meeting:
Glen Jensen Bonsai Demonstration
Brengle Terrace Senior Center
1400 Vale Terrace, Vista CA

Saturday, July 7 & 21, 2012

9 am - Noon

San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bonsai Pavilion
Workdays

Tuesday, August 14, 2012

7 pm – 9 pm

Regular Meeting:
John Jackson Bonsai Demonstration
Brengle Terrace Senior Center
1400 Vale Terrace, Vista CA

