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healthy. The kids who joined us had a nice time as
well. We took a break had a nice sack lunch.
Everyone got home in time to pot their new trees.
This month’s program will be conducted by Steve
Valentine; he will be ground layering a collected elm
that he has been working on for many years. It was
spared from our house fire. Please feel free to bring
in trees you may need help with or just want to share
with our group, everyone always enjoys this.
Treats this month will be provided by Darrell.

President’s Message
We had a great turn out to repot the junipers at our
last meeting. Several members took advantage of
getting one of these trees at a reduced price before
we sell them at the show in May. The trees are ready
for our Bonsai Show and Plant Sale. It is just around
the corner, Mother's Day weekend Saturday and
Sunday May 10 and 11 at the Carlsbad Flower
Fields. We are a small club and really need all
members to help set up, show a tree, even if it is your
first time doing so. We have a novice section for you.
Staffing the show and helping during the plant sale is
a really big part of our fundraising, also speaking
with and educating the visitors who come to enjoy
our bonsai. The Sunday afternoon take-down goes
much faster when there are more members to help. I
am counting on you all this year. Darrell Elmer is
printing all of our hand out material this year, thank
you so much. This is a big cost savings for our club. I
really can't think him enough for offering and doing
this for us.
Many thanks to Joe Dupont for the treats during last
month’s meeting, we enjoyed them so much.
Our juniper dig, led by Bob Knox, turned out great
with wonderful weather, a very nice breeze. There
were 9 members and 5 family members who
participated and almost everyone collected a tree or
two or more. The trees all looked very nice and

Just a reminder that during summer beginning in
June we will be starting our meetings at 6pm, more
time for demos or working on trees. For our June
meeting program we are in for a real treat. David
Nguy will demonstrate on a California juniper
collected and donated by Bob.

David Nguy, Bonsai master
The San Diego bonsai club is having their spring
club and plant sale April 26 and 27 from 10 AM to 5
PM. Admission is free and this is a great place to
get some good deals on plants and bonsai related
items. Check www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com for
more information.
Cary Sullivan-Valentine, President
caryme2@yahoo.com
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This article has been extracted from a recently published book
called ‘Bonsai Ideas’© By Marty Mann. Material is not to be
copied without publisher or author’s permission.
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A good potting mix may include a small amount of
bone meal and Ironite to encourage development of
new fine rootage. There is a difference of opinion as
to the value of including cottonseed meal at this time,
however we believe that this fertilizer is better
applied a month or so later since early feeding can be
harmful to new growth. Cottonseed meal is a slow
starter before it adds any nutrient benefit to the plant.
Repotted plants may be fed as soon as signs of new
growth are apparent. A suggested mix is 75%
cottonseed meal / 25% bone meal.
Newly potted trees should be shaded from direct sun
until new growth begins. By moving trees into sunny
areas, it will stimulate the growth of foliage. Newly
potted trees should first be allowed to develop new
fine rootage that can then support new foliage. When
new growth is evident, it’s time to begin light
fertilization. Full sun encourages smaller leaves and
shorter internodes.
Early bloomers such as Forsythia, Sasanqua
Camellias and Quince develop during early spring
months. After flowers have faded, trees are pruned to
restore shape, allow new growth and bud setting.
Azaleas are bare rooted and repotted in March. Be
sure to comb out as much of the old soil or growing
medium peat without destroying the fine root system.
Incorporate as much new coarse azalea soil mix as
you can when repotting to develop strong healthy
new roots and improve acidity.
Finally, prepare selected trees for display at the
many spring bonsai shows held throughout the
state. Select your best tree(s)--be critical of their
appearance. Show trees should be free of any
infections and should not show signs of ill health.
Pots should be clean. Plants surface must be cleared
of trash and very heavy layers of moss. Spring is
usually the time when most trees look their very
best.

Steve Valentine, Bonsai Artist for April’s meeting

Steve Valentine has been studying bonsai for some
45 years. He saw his first bonsai at the Del Mar Fair;
he fell in love with them. First studying on his own,
and then he met Mas Takanashi, who talked him to
joining the San Diego Bonsai Club and he has been a
member for 23 years.
He is the past President, 1st vice-president and vicepresident of education for the San Diego Bonsai Club
and the past President of San Pu Kai; he is an active
member in 5 different bonsai clubs in Southern
California. Steve also serves the Golden State
Bonsai Federation as Trustee for District E and was
the “bonsai basic” chairman. Steve was the curator
of the San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bonsai Pavilion for
19 years. He now is the curator of the bonsai
collection at the Mingei International Museum.
Steve also enjoys helping out at the GSBF
collections, both at Lake Merritt and at the
Huntington and with private collections.
Steve has studied with Mas Takanashi, John Naka,
Harry Hirao and his current sensei, Kathy Shaner.
Steve also builds Japanese gardens, bamboo fences
and does Japanese carpentry.
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Sally Prestele, Harlan Price, 'lyn Stevenson, John
Voss, Dennis & Sue Wagner, Mark Walters, Dave
Woodall, & Roger Ziegelman. Janice Hale and
Janie Ogdon photographed the activities and many of
the transplanted bonsai for our records and future
publicity. Harlan, Cathy, John, and 'lyn provided the
welcomed snacks.

SDBC BONSAI PAVILION at SAFARI PARK
April 2014
The much needed March rains caused a plan change
for our Bonsai Pavilion Presentations to the Safari
Park visitors on March 1st but work was
accomplished by a special group of hardy volunteers
in spite of the inclement weather. On March 15th,
the weather made for a most pleasant day for all and
we had a record 31 bonsai volunteers in their red
Safari Park shirts and ID name tags in the Pavilion to
work on the transplanting of 14 trees along with all
the usual work we accomplish at our sessions. The
visitors, including a high school biology class, were
really attentive, awed, and informed about this living
art. John Polo arranged the Club's sound system,
background music was supplied by the Park and Neil
Auwarter, and the Park arranged signage at the Park
Trader along with one of our loaned Bonsai. There
was a comfortable amount of room in the open area
near the Shohin exhibit to have the potting tables and
two dozen chairs. This was our first educational
presentation to Safari Park visitors and it was
deemed successful so we will definitely do more in
the future.
Our record Honor Roll of volunteers for March
included guest Brian Jackson, our Curator John's
brother, who is also a huge donor to the collection.
He came especially to assist repotting a beautiful
trident maple which he had donated earlier. Joining
him were: Neil Auwarter, Susan Baker, Armand
Bryant, Julia Chow, Cathy & Mark Edgar, Tina
Flores, Barbara French-Lee, Bill Graham, Bob &
Janice Hale, Sonja Holmquist, Curator John Jackson,
Jaya Kaelberer, Marty & Ruth Mann, newcomers
Janie & Ron Ogdon, Irene & Ron Palmer, John Polo,

Since last fall, over 35 bonsai have been repotted
including 17 junipers, 5 elms, 2 liquidambers, 2 bald
cypress, 2 coast live oaks, a Shohin fig, and 4
group plantings/forests (2 of which are on slabs).
There are still 11 bonsai on the "To Do" transplant
list for this season but our incredible cadre of
volunteers will be able to finish that task easily.
Besides repotting, there are always pots to be
cleaned, trees to be trimmed, paths to be raked,
plants to be fertilized, and weeds to be cleared.
There are always plenty of chores for all the
volunteers! The Club will have an opportunity to
give these volunteers an ovation for their dedication
in making the Bonsai Pavilion a true treasure when
Club members attend the annual meeting, picnic, and
silent auction at the Kapanda Pavilion on May 3rd!
Sign-ups for that day will be at the April SDBC
meeting!
Curator John has cleverly installed a new tool board
on the inside of the closet #1 with the tool shapes
outlined on the board so that the tools are all returned
to their rightful spaces. The Horticulture Park staff
delivered some more D.G. to fill areas which had
become mucky with the rains in spite of the drains
that Asst. Curator Dennis had installed earlier. The
information kiosk in the Pavilion has a supply of
brochures for both the SDBC and San Pu Kai, flyers
announcing our April Bonsai Show at Balboa, and
our Pavilion brochure. Pavilion thanks to Abe Far
for arranging the printing of this new brochure.
There seems to be an addition or project always in
the schedule and sometimes new unscheduled needs
appear too! The Pavilion has come along beautifully
in these first three years but just like aged wine, it
continues to get better! Come and visit the Pavilion
often and encourage your neighbors and out-of-town
visitors to enjoy this quiet park of the Safari Park.
'lyn Stevenson
SDBC-Safari Park Liaison
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San Pu Kai
c/o Maria Barbosa, Membership
2727 De Anza Road, #J-26
San Diego, CA 92109

Calendar of Events

Tuesday April 8, 2014

7 pm – 9 pm

Regular Meeting: Elm layering demonstration
Brengle Terrace Senior Center
1400 Vale Terrace, Vista CA

Saturday, April 5, 2014

9 am - Noon

San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bonsai Pavilion
Workday

Saturday April 19, 2014

9 am - Noon

San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bonsai Pavilion
Workday

Saturday and Sunday
April 26 – 27, 2014

7 pm – 9 pm

San Diego Bonsai Club
Show and Plant Sale
Casa de Prado Balboa Park

Saturday and Sunday
May 10 and 11, 2014

7 am5 pm

San Pu Kai Annual Bonsai Show and Sale
Carlsbad Flower Fields

Page 5

